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The People’s Plan is a collective vision for a City that provides dignity, care, and 
justice for all New Yorkers. It offers the priorities of hundreds of organizers and 
advocates through a comprehensive, multi-issue roadmap around housing, anti-
criminalization, education, economy, climate, transit, and health. The intent 
of The People’s Plan is to set the agenda for a racially and socially just city and 
provide a clear people-centered mandate for 2022 and beyond.

The Plan is grounded in these six guiding principles:

1 
center and power to the margins. Prioritize the leadership and experiences of Black people, 
people of color, migrants, women, queer, trans, and gender non-conforming people, poor people, 
people with disabilities, youth, people who use drugs, or trade sex, those who are homeless, and 
those most impacted by the City’s policies and also invested in their communities. Those on the 
frontlines of the city’s most dire crises must be leading the solutions.

2 
a city for everyone. There are no “deserving” and “undeserving” New Yorkers. All New Yorkers 
should have access to housing, livelihood, and resources to thrive, and no city-sanctioned programs 
should use life circumstances as a filter through which services are granted. We reject a city that is 
a “playground for the elite and for developers” and instead demand a city that is a nurturing, stable 
home for all of its residents.

3 
start from the bottom-up. There is no benefit to “trickle-down” economics – or policy. New 
Yorkers include working class people of color with prior arrests and records, currently and formerly 
incarcerated people, undocumented people, people who are homeless, and people who work in 
illicit street economies for survival. We start with recovery, repair, and resources for the most 
marginalized New Yorkers, putting them in the driver’s seat of the city’s future.

4 
expansive vision to address root causes. We are tired of the “tinkering” that has changed 
very little over the last decade. We refuse to continue investing in broken and inadequate systems 
that will never create the healthy, thriving communities that all New Yorkers deserve.  We need to 
address the root issues instead of weak reforms that protect power and status quo. No more scraps 
for the people; we want the whole pie.

5 
stop, undo, and repair harm. Where harm has been done to communities by city policy, it 
must be acknowledged, undone, and a process for repair at the discretion of the people who have 
been harmed must begin. We must divest from systems that create undue harm to Black people, 
people of color, migrants, women, queer and trans people, low-income, and most impacted by the 
City’s policies, and not recreate these systems in other forms.

6 
resources, not criminalization. There is a problem with the way that the City responds 
to people’s needs, which is penalizing people for their needs instead of addressing them head-on. 
Punishment or neglect has done nothing but expanded the web of people entangled in the City’s 
criminal legal system. We reject this approach and recognize that for every criminalized New Yorker, 
there is a social safety net or resource that has failed them.

 It is our hope that city elected officials will use these six principles to guide all policies they make in this city.

about the 
people’s 
plan



Every New York City student deserves an education that is high-quality, 
transformative, culturally responsive, and provides tools and opportunities 
for all students to equitably participate in democracy, enter the workforce, 

and ultimately reach their fullest potential. We imagine a truly public education 
system that prioritizes and values the most vulnerable students that fall within 
any intersections of historically marginalized students of color, students living 
in poverty, students living in transitional housing, students with disabilities, 
multilingual learners, documented and undocumented immigrants, and LGBTQIA+ 
students. All students have the right to physically accessible spaces, inclusive 
learning environments, and safe and supportive schools that utilize restorative 
practices. We must adopt a bold education policy at the city level. We seek 
schools that our children love and that love our children back.
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1A. Remove police from schools
1B. Overhaul the school discipline system
1C. End school arrests, summonses, and juvenile reports in schools
1D. End police intervention for students in emotional crisis

2A. Create a culturally competent, health-centered mental health continuum
2B. Increase culturally-competent, trauma-informed mental health staff
2C. Train and coach DOE employees in de-escalation and restorative justice
2D. Hire and place a restorative justice coordinator in every school
2E. Train young people in peer mediation and restorative practices
2F. Increase the ratio of social workers and school counselors to students
2G. Invest in school-based health centers in Black, Latinx, and immigrant 

communities

3A. Require that all new curriculum purchases are culturally responsive
3B. Fund ethnic studies courses in all NYC middle and high schools
3C. Train school staff on anti-bias, anti-racist, healing and youth-centered 

practices

3D. Implement comprehensive sex education in New York City schools
3E. Combat sexual harassment of girls and youth in New York City schools
3F. Mandate civic education for all students

4A. Halt co-locations of charter schools in underutilized buildings
4B. Restrict student or family recruitment data available to charter schools

5A. Address disproportionate access to academic enrichment programs
5B. Fully and immediately fund Fair Student Funding at 100 percent for all 

schools

5C. Fully fund the capital needs of all schools
5D. Expand and increase funding for Community Schools
5E. Decrease class sizes
5F. Increase daily access for all students to multidisciplinary classes
5G. Provide access to current technology to all NYC schools and all NYC 

students

6A. Support LGBTQIA+ students with bathroom access, resources, and 
support

6B. Guarantee middle and high school students free menstrual products
6C. Support homeless students
6D. Guarantee transportation so students in foster care can remain in their 

school

6E. Increase the Living for the Young Family through Education (LYFE) slots
6F. Fund language and support services for immigrant students and families
6G. Recruit, support and retain educators of color, and TGNCNB teachers

1. Decriminalize 
schools

2. Support student 
health, mental 
health, and 
behavioral needs

3. Invest in and 
implement 
culturally 
responsive 
education

4. Keep schools 
public

5. Fully fund equitable 
quality education

6. Make schools truly 
inclusive
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7A. Implement initial School Diversity Advisory Group (SDAG)
recommendations

7B. Follow SDAG recommendations on inclusionary admissions methods
7C. End the Specialized High School Admissions Test
7D. Abolish the use of high-stakes testing

8A. Provide EarlyLearn and full day childcare options for children 0-4 
8B. Offer universal full day education options for 3-K and Pre-K
8C. Offer universal after-school programming
8D. Offer enrichment, advancement, and credit accumulation through night 

school

8E. Offer universal summer employment for youth ages 14–24

9A. Expand career, technical education, and work-based learning opportunities
9B. Fully fund city-level CUNY programs  to provide mental health counselors 

and advisors

9C. Expand CUNY ASAP so more students have access to academic services 
and support

9D. Provide free universal child care for CUNY students

10A. Empower youth voting, running for, and serving on Community 
Education Councils

10B. Invest in and expand youth decision-making in participatory budgeting
10C. Mandate student members on the School Leadership Teams
10D. Make students voting members of the City’s Panel for Education Policy
10E. Enable students to vote for the Deputy Chancellor of the Department of 

Education

10F. Report on Youth Power and Leadership

11A. Elevate parents’ roles in school governance structure at all levels
11B. Strengthen the School Leadership Team by empowering parent members
11C. Engage members of the Citywide and Community Education Councils

12A. Provide students with disabilities adequate instruction, services, and 
support

12B. Require inclusion of students with disabilities in school activities and 
events

12C. End the criminalization of students with disabilities

7. Integrate 
schools and end 
discriminatory 
screening

8. Provide universal 
full day education 
options, from 3K to 
graduation

9. Provide students 
post-K-12 
transition and a 
fully funded CUNY

10. Expand democratic 
participation for 
youth

11. Empower parents 
of color as 
authentic partners 
in public education

12. Support students 
with disabilities

courtesy of cacf



Every New Yorker deserves a home: a safe, accessible, sustainable, and 
affordable home. Right now, our city falls short of delivering on this vision. In 
recent years, housing organizers have demanded a federal home guarantee. 

But the residents of our city cannot wait for federal action. New York City should 
provide a home guarantee on the local level now. This means local elected officials 
must address the root causes of the crisis. Policymakers must address conditions 
that lead to displacement, eviction, disrepair, and homelessness. Poor and working 
class New Yorkers must be in the driving seat of determining where and how they 
live. The housing crisis impacts poor and working class New Yorkers most deeply. 
Thus, the city’s efforts must focus there.
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1. Address housing 
insecurity worsened 
by Covid-19

2. Keep public housing 
public

3. Prioritize housing 
for low-income 
and homeless New 
Yorkers

4. Offer immediate 
relief to street 
homeless New 
Yorkers

1A. Temporary rental assistance due to pandemic (not contingent on housing 
court)

1B. Ensure protection of residential tenants under national and state eviction 
moratoriums

1C. Block city marshals and sheriffs from effectively evicting tenants until 2023

2A. Invest in NYCHA Repairs and include NYCHA in City’s housing 
enforcement

2B. Restructure NYCHA to involve real democratic resident power

3A. Focus production of housing on low-income and homeless NYers
3B. Coordinate housing and homelessness policy for permanent housing 

placement

3C. Create and build more supportive housing for the most vulnerable New 
Yorkers

3D. Transition low-use and vacant hotels and office buildings to affordable 
housing

4A. Restructure street homeless outreach to meet needs in a harm 
reductionist approach

4B. End discriminatory screening for supportive housing placement
4C. Meet the immediate needs of unsheltered homeless New Yorkers
4D. End policing of street homeless New Yorkers

courtesy of caaav
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land use process

6. Invest in housing 
for people, not 
profit

7. Protect tenants 
and vulnerable 
homeowners of 
color

5A. Create a comprehensive planning process 
with equitable goals and engagement

5B. End single family zoning and legalize all 
accessory dwelling units

5C. Support working class POC community-
led planning

6A. Use public land for public good
6B. Pass “Opportunity to Purchase” legislation 

and establish related funding

6C. Incubate and expand Community Land 
Trusts (CLTs)

6D. Expand programs like Neighborhood 
Pillars to promote affordable housing

6E. Prioritize mission-driven and nonprofit 
developers and management

6F. Invest in Social Housing

7A. Perform proactive, routine, systematic 
housing code enforcement

7B. Expand right to counsel
7C. Increase Fair Housing and anti-

discrimination enforcement capacity

7D. Abolish the New York City tax lien sale
7E. Invest in housing organizing
7F. Ensure safety and access in shelters for 

TGNCNB New Yorkers

7G. Ban criminal background checks on 
potential tenants

8A. Reform the City’s property tax system to 
tax Class 1 residential property

8B. Reform the City’s property tax system to 
tax Class 2 residential property

8C. Reform the property tax system to raise 
revenue for City’s recovery and future

8. Reform the City’s 
property tax system

7



For every criminalized New Yorker, there is a social safety net or resource 
that has failed them. We must divest from systems that create undue 
harm to Black people, people of color, migrants, women, queer and trans 

people, low-income people, and people most impacted by the City’s policies, 
and not recreate these systems in other forms. A better future for New Yorkers 
requires a tremendous investment in building systems of support and resources 
outside of policing and criminal legal systems, to truly create the healthy, thriving 
communities that all New Yorkers deserve.

9
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1A. Divest from NYPD and policing across all city agencies
1B. Create alternative system for crisis response with a single crisis response 

number

1C. Invest in restorative alternatives focused on violence interruption and 
response

1D. Enact a moratorium on police response to homelessness and fund 
alternatives

1E. Establish reparation funds for communities harmed by policing
1F. Fund and scale CURE Violence programs to prevent gun violence citywide

2A. Close Rikers while improving immediate conditions for incarcerated New 
Yorkers

2B. Create and enact a city-specific proposal for eliminating pre-trial detention
2C. Build transparency and accountability in mayoral appointments for judges
2D. Push District Attorneys to vacate and decline to prosecute offenses
2E. Mass release incarcerated New Yorkers from city jails for public health
2F. End solitary confinement in New York City immediately

3A. Abolish the rogue Office of the Chief Medical Examiner DNA database
3B. Ban geofence warrants and government’s purchase of data
3C. Ban governmental facial recognition
3D. Ban the NYPD gang database
3E. Ban automated license plate readers (ALPRs)
3F. Ban NYPD purchasing information from commercial data brokers
3G. Ban acquisition and use of surveillance technology and predictive policing 

software

4A. Stop police harassment of immigrants in informal and formal economies
4B. Fully fund universal representation for immigrants with no carve outs
4C. Strengthen and enforce existing restrictions on ICE collaboration and local 

laws

4D. Ban ACS from asking about immigration status

5A. Divert money from foster care to funding that goes directly to supporting 
families

5B. Divert funds and decouple services from ACS for preventive non-coercive 
services

5C. Moratorium on termination of parental rights and allow visitation during 
pandemic

5D. Pass Miranda rights legislation to protect parents and families entangled 
with ACS

5E. Pass universal early defense and right to legal access for parents involved 
with ACS

5F. End drug testing for parents and children including newborns

1. Defund and divest 
from policing and 
invest in community 
responses

2. Improve jail 
conditions, end 
pretrial detention, 
and close Rikers

3. End surveillance of 
our communities

4. Protect immigrant 
New Yorkers from 
ICE

5. Divest from ACS 
and support 
families of color

99



6A. Remove Police and School Safety Officers 
from Schools

6B. Create a NYC Youth Investigative 
Committee on Custody, Confinement, and 
Consent

6C. Create a NYC Youth Provision and 
Protection Participatory Budgeting 
Initiative

7A. Decriminalize all drugs by ending arrests 
and violation-level enforcement for drugs

7B. Decline to prosecute all drug charges and 
limit power of drug courts

7C. Establish Overdose Prevention Centers 
and allow drug checking services

7D. Remove “odor of marijuana” as a 
justification for a stop and search

7E. Eliminate the narcotics unit of NYPD and 
reinvest funding in harm reduction services

7F. Eliminate the Special Narcotics Prosecutor 
office

7G. Eliminate no-knock and quick-knock raids

7. Decriminalize drugs 
and fund harm 
reduction services

6. End the 
criminalization of 
youth

neha gautam photography



8. End the 
criminalization of 
sex work

9. Defund district 
attorneys

10. End continued 
criminalization 
and collateral 
consequences

11. Support survivors 
and decouple 
services from 
criminal legal 
systems

8A: Defund and eliminate the NYPD Vice 
division that polices sex work and sex 
workers

8B: Decline to prosecute offenses related to 
sex work and unlicensed massage

8C. Limit Human Trafficking Intervention 
Courts and eliminate mandatory services

8D. Fully fund a citywide sex worker resource 
center

9A. Cut DA budgets and address OMB 
agreements keeping DA revenue in DA 
control

10A. Fund comprehensive re-entry services for 
formerly incarcerated people

10B. End jail penalties and collateral 
consequences in the City’s administrative 
code

10C. Ban criminal background checks on 
potential tenants

10D. Ban criminal background checks for 
employment

10E. Guarantee prompt hearings to protect 
against arbitrary NYPD property seizure

11A. Expand services for survivors of violence 
that do not require a police report

11B. Stop prosecuting survivors of domestic, 
sexual, or gender-based violence

11C. End practice of pretrial orders of 
protection without the consent of the 
complainant

11D. Eliminate nuisance ordinances
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All New Yorkers should be able to fulfill their basic material needs, and have 
a safe, dignified, and productive life that goes beyond work, and live free 
of economic insecurity. A bold vision for a shared economy is a caring, 

cooperative, feminist economy which guarantees stability and economic security 
for all, not just the wealthest few. This vision requires radically departing from 
the city’s approach to tacitly or overtly backing policies that support those who 
already have wealth and power, and instead building and supporting economic 
policies and institutions based on the principles of cooperativism, care, social 
safety nets and guarantees to meet basic needs, economic justice and equity, and 
self-determination for marginalized communities. The City must center economic 
justice and dignity for all, distribute resources equitably, and support policies and 
budgets that empower those who have been historically and violently excluded 
from and exploited by our City’s economic engine.
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1. Provide aid and 
relief in the 
aftermath of the 
pandemic and 
beyond

2. Invest in 
cooperative 
economies

3. Good jobs for all

1A. Provide rental support and suspend taxes 
for small BIPOC-owned businesses

1B. Supplement and aid Immigrant New 
Yorkers in accessing the Excluded Worker 
Fund

1C. Pass “right to recall” bill for priority rehiring 
of New Yorkers laid off during pandemic

1D. Invest in community food justice and food 
access

2A. Establish a municipal people’s public bank
2B. Increase funding for and investment in 

worker cooperatives

2C. Increase funding for worker and day 
laborer centers

3A. Implement a mass city-level jobs program, 
building towards a jobs guarantee

3B. Develop, expand and fund a city-wide 21st 
century career development system

3C. Implement community hiring for low-
income New Yorkers and New Yorkers of 
color

3D. Integrate workforce development 
programs into all economic development 
efforts

3E. Mandate “right to retraining” for workers 
in workplace technological changes

4A. Expand “just cause” employment 
protections for all New York City workers

4B. Enact comprehensive gig worker 
employment standards

4C. Adopt protections around data, electronic 
monitoring, and algorithmic management

4D. Ban coercive waivers of workplace rights 
and authorize qui tam enforcement

4E. Protect workplace whistleblowers with 
stronger protections against retaliation

4. Expand labor 
protections
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14 the people’s plan: a collective vision for a city that provides dignity, care, and justice for all new yorkers

5A. Enact paid time-off legislation and extend to other industries
5B. Establish a pool benefits fund for informal workers and domestic workers
5C. Mandate severance pay and advance notice of termination at mid-to-large 

workplaces

6A. Pass domestic worker rights 2.0 legislation
6B. Expand labor protections for ride-hail and for-hire vehicle drivers
6C. Expand number of and access to licensure for hair braiding salon workers
6D. Expand protections and funds for nail salon workers
6E. Increase public spaces and infrastructure available to street vendors
6F. End criminalization, and expand resources and protections for sex workers
6G. Stop policing of immigrants and people of color in informal and formal 

economies

7A. Set labor standards through City contracting
7B. Increase contracts with women and people of color-owned enterprises and 

cooperatives

7C. Enact non-profit contracting reform and pay the true cost of services and 
wages

7D. Maintain prevailing wage protections and expand to more contracting 
industries

5. Strengthen 
workplace 
standards and 
benefits

6. Protect vulnerable 
workers

7. Lead the City as a 
model employer

courtesy of new economy project and public bank nyc
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8A. Enact commercial rent regulation for small 
businesses

8B. Combat predatory lending and support 
cooperative financial institutions

8C. Keep open street programs to support 
struggling businesses

9A. Pilot a universal care fund for child and 
elder care with fair pay for homecare 
workers

9B. Offer universal childcare by expanding 
universal 3K, Pre-K, and after-school

9C. Expand services for elder New Yorkers

10A. Limit non-industrial uses to create more 
mixed use zones

10B. Invest in infrastructure to support growth 
of blue collar jobs in mixed use zones

10C. Create a dedicated, citywide entity to 
manage and lease manufacturing land

10D. Support mission-driven, non-profit 
owners and managers of industrial space

11A. Implement legislation to allow non-citizen 
voting

11B. Increase participatory budgeting in the 
City budget

12A. End tax exemptions for private 
universities

12B. Extend the General Corporation Tax to to 
insurance companies’ business incomes

13A. Reinvest revenue collected through 
marijuana sales to impacted communities

13B. Create workforce development 
and training for marijuana economic 
opportunities

13C. Strengthen infrastructure for marijuana 
businesses owned by people of color

8. Protect small 
businesses

9. Support parents 
and carework

10. Protect and 
preserve the city’s 
manufacturing 
zones

11. Increase democratic 
participation

12. Raise revenue by 
making the wealthy 
pay their fair share

13. Ensure economic 
justice after 
marijuana 
legalization

15



Every New Yorker deserves access to culturally and language affirming 
affordable health care. The pandemic made broadly visible our city’s unjust 
and inequitable health system and the ways in which it disproportionately 

impacts Black, Indigenous, people of color (BIPOC); immigrant communities; low-
income communities; under- or unemployed New Yorkers; people with disabilities; 
those who are unhoused; and essential workers. The challenges elevated in the 
COVID-19 pandemic—systemic racism in health care and other systems that are 
meant to take care of people, and their subsequent and intersecting impacts—
are not new. They surface for a broader swath of the community the fractured 
health, mental health, and political systems that have long needed change. 
Comprehensive health care is the result of access, quality, services, fairness, and 
community. The City should center these elements and communities that have 
been historically marginalized from health care policy.
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1A. Ensure equitable vaccine distribution to disproportionately affected 
communities

1B. Improve disaggregated data on infection rates, hospitalizations, and deaths
1C. Build community-based health safety-nets
1D. Fund public health education for diabetics and those at high-risk of 

COVID-19 

2A. Expand the reach and funding for NYC Care to serve more New Yorkers
2B. Enforce language access local laws for health care organizations
2C. Pass Intro 1674 and create an Office of the Patient Advocate
2D. Fund health initiatives serving BIPOC and low-income, immigrant 

communities 

3A. Defend, protect, and fully fund the public hospital system
3B. Fully fund Federally Qualified Health Centers, the Health Department, and 

Health+Hospitals

3C. Train students, interns, and residents on equity around race, gender, and 
sexuality

4A. Invest in community-led and community-based accessible mental health 
resources

4B. Provide real options for New Yorkers who have serious mental health 
conditions

5A. Establish citywide doula and midwifery care accessible to all pregnant 
people

5B. Improve coordination between hospital and community-based services for 
pregnant people

5C. Increase funding and improve the quality of prenatal care and postpartum 
services

6A. Fund trusted reproductive healthcare providers serving LGBTQ+ people
6B. Modify Intro 973/Local Law 6 for a more impactful Interagency Council on 

Comprehensive Community Health Planning

6C. Use the City’s land use authority to prevent hospital closures

7A. Provide adequate medical and mental health staffing and care for 
incarcerated New Yorkers

7B. Release New Yorkers held pretrial at Rikers to promote public health
7C. Connect formerly incarcerated New Yorkers to city health systems and 

services

8A. Expand support for trusted health educators and promoters in BIPOC 
communities

8B. Invest in health profession pipelines for people from marginalized 
communities 

8C. Promote coordination and information sharing across agencies and 
programs

1. Advance equitable 
Covid-19 responses

2. Foster better health 
navigation and 
access to care

3. Fully fund a broad 
healthcare safety 
net

4. Build a 
comprehensive 
citywide mental 
health continuum

5. Support maternal 
and infant health 
and wellbeing

6. Resource 
community 
health care and 
sovereignty

7. Address the health 
of incarcerated 
New Yorkers

8. Build a community-
to-communal 
health pipeline



All New Yorkers deserve quality, free or low-cost, accessible, and 
sustainable public transportation that meets their daily needs. Public 
transit is vital to all aspects of life in New York City, and millions of people 

use our subways, buses, bike lanes, and accessible rides to get to where they need 
to go. Yet historic disinvestment in sustainable and accessible public transit has led 
to our transportation system to be slower, less reliable, and lagging in addressing 
accessibility and sustainability. Because of the work of transit advocates and 
everyday New Yorkers, there have been some important transit victories, 
including fair fares, a streets master plan, and more bike and bus lanes. But more 
commitment, investment and political courage is needed to massively improve the 
city’s transit system and make it work for all New Yorkers. The City must focus on 
better street and signal design, improving bus service and networks, and increasing 
affordability, accessibility, sustainability, and connectivity.
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1A. Fully fund and implement the Streets Master Plan legislation
1B. Begin implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit network on major corridors
1C. Accelerate transit signal priority and support MTA network redesign to 

support commuters

2A. Promote and expand Fair Fares to more New York straphangers 
2B. Establish a NYC Freedom Ticket for Metro-North and Long Island Rail 

Road lines 

3A. Integrate the City’s accessible taxi fleet into MTA Access-A-Ride
3B. Ensure a greater percentage of livery services serve all New Yorkers 
3C. Require e-bike and e-scooter servicing companies to provide accessible 

options

3D. Ensure a fully accessible elevator subway system by 2034
3E. Ensure that the growing ferry system is fully accessible to all, including 

ferry landings

3F. Ensure bus bulbs and stops are fully accessible with high-visibility markings 
and ramps

3G. Make intersections safe with accessible curb cuts and pedestrian signals 
and daylighting

3H. Establish rapid cleaning of sidewalks, crosswalks and bus stops after major 
snow or storms

3I. Ensure that sidewalks are clear of obstructions and passable for people with 
disabilities 

4A. Replace parking requirements for new buildings with sustainable transit 
improvements

4B. Expand metering and efficient loading and delivery time and zone options
4C. Eliminate non-medical parking privileges for private vehicles 

1. Improve street 
and signal design 
for better bus and 
public transit

2. Fund low cost 
public transit and 
fair fares

3. Promote accessible 
transit for all New 
Yorkers

4. Reorganize parking 
and street space 
for sustainable 
transportation

courtesy of the community service society of new york



All New Yorkers should be able to live in a city that is safe and here to 
stay, not threatened by drastic or ongoing environmental disasters that 
affect our collective health and safety. This is especially true for the Black, 

indigenous, and communities of color that have faced decades of environmental 
racism that has translated to poor health outcomes and disproportionately high 
rates of respiratory and heart disease. Environmental racism has affected every 
facet of the lives of New Yorkers of color; from the green spaces available in their 
neighborhoods to the green jobs and resources available to their communities. 
The City must prioritize low-income neighborhoods and communities of color in 
their struggle for environmental justice, and invest in green energy, jobs, waste 
processing, infrastructure, and resiliency to meet critical climate mandates and 
ensure our safe collective future in this city.
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1A. Replace fossil fuel polluting “Peaker Plants” with clean energy storage 
systems by 2025

1B. Divest pension funds from fossil-fuel industries, and reinvest into local 
businesses

1C. Invest in the City’s physical infrastructure for renewable energy
1D. Invest in a climate and community development fund to support local 

climate projects

1E. Support community ownership around solar and other forms of renewable 
energy 

1F. Invest in equitable electric vehicle (EV) infrastructure citywide and for city 
fleets

2A. Address environmental racism through comprehensive and community 
planning

2B. Subsidize wages through a climate and community development fund
2C. Invest in workforce development and training programs that help connect 

New Yorkers to the climate industry

3A. Move away from waste incineration and “Waste to Energy” and towards 
local processing and recycling

3B. Implement the Commercial Waste Zones legislation
3C. Expand the City’s organics recycling program
3D. Ensure that waste transfer stations adhere to public health and safety 

standards

4A. Retrofit and install solar on the City’s affordable and public buildings
4B. Enforce compliance around climate mobilization mandates laid out in local 

law 97

4C. Create “Green Healthy Schools” and good green jobs by installing solar 
and ventilation systems in public schools

5A. Maximize usage of our city’s industrial zones and waterfronts by 
electrifying ports

5B. Retain the industrial character of our waterfronts
5C. Utilize public land and public resources for renewable energy purposes

6A. Implement a five borough resiliency bill focused on community input and 
nature-based resiliency

6B. Incorporate nature-based infrastructure into the proposed coastal 
protections project

6C. Expand the “Cool Neighborhood” street tree initiative and renew Million 
Trees NYC program

6D. Improve stormwater systems and green infrastructure to guard against 
flash flooding

1. Invest in clean 
and renewable 
energy systems 
and community 
ownership

2. Create green jobs 
through a local 
climate stimulus 
package

3. Tackle waste 
emissions in an 
environmental 
justice framework

4. Invest in and 
enforce green 
buildings 
infrastructure and 
retrofits

5. Utilize land use and 
industrial zones to 
promote climate 
health

6. Improve the city’s 
resilience against 
climate disasters



The People’s Plan was created through a collaborative process with over a 
hundred advocates representing grassroots and policy reform organizations 
working on critical issues across New York City. These organizations are at the 

core of social and racial justice work in the city: doing the work on the ground and/or 
advocating for public policy that centers equity and justice with and for marginalized 
New Yorkers. Our contributors, divided by issue area, include:

education

Aixa Rodriguez , MORE-UFT
Amallia Orman , Social Justice Educator
Ashley Sawyer , (formerly) Girls for 

Gender Equality (GGE)

Dawn Yuster , Advocates for Children of 
New York

Deborah Chang , Youth Power Coalition
Farzana Pritte , Youth Power Coalition
Gregory Brender , Day Care Council of 

New York

Huiying B. Chan , NYU Metropolitan 
Center

Julissa Bisono , Make the Road NY
Kate McDonough , Dignity in Schools 

Campaign - NY

Kesi Foster , Urban Youth Collaborative 
and Make the Road NY

Louis Cholden-Brown , Collaborative 
Democracy Project

Marsha Jean-Charles , The Brotherhood 
Sister Sol (BroSis)

Matt Gonzales , New Yorkers for Racially 
Just Public Schools (RJPS)

Sophie Xu

Megan Amelia Hester , NYU 
Metropolitan Center

Meg Jones , MORE-UFT
Michael Perlberg , Educator
Natasha Capers , NYC Coalition for 

Educational Justice

Nia Morgan , Urban Youth Collaborative
Pablo Estupiñan , New Settlement
Sally Frank
Sally Lee , Teachers Unite
Sarah Landes , Make the Road NY
Shino Tanikawa , MORE-UFT
Shreya Sunderram , Teachers Unite 
Vanessa Leung , Coalition for Asian 

American Children and Families (CACF)

William Diep , Youth Power Coalition 
Zakiyah Ansari , Alliance for Quality 

Education (AQE)

Sarah Zapiler , Integrate NYC
Jose Vilson , EduColor
Quadira Coles , Girls for Gender Equity 

(GGE)

Jason Salmon,  Citizen Action of New 
York (CANY)

housing

Divya Sundaram , (formerly) Homes 
Guarantee Campaign

Cea Weaver , Housing Justice for All 
Cynthia Travieso , Community Voices 

Heard (CVH) Power 

Aaron Carr , Housing Rights Initiative
Yovan Collado , Housing Rights Initiative
Josh Dean , Human.nyc
Lynden Bond , Human.nyc
Akilah Browne , New Economy Project

Julia Duranti-Martínez , New Economy 
Project

Brendan Cheney , United for Housing
Elena Conte , Pratt Center for 

Community Development

J.T. Falcone , United Neighborhood 
Houses New York

Paulette Soltani , Voices Of Community 
Activists and Leaders (VOCAL-NY)
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Julian St. Patrick Clayton , Center for NYC 
Neighborhoods

Alina Shen , CAAAV: Organizing Asian Communities
Sasha Wijeyeratne , CAAAV: Organizing Asian 

Communities

Louis Cholden-Brown , Collaborative Democracy Project

Jamie Powlovich , Coalition for Homeless Youth
Samuel Stein , Community Service Society (CSS)
Andrea Shapiro , Met Council on Housing
Jason Salmon,  Citizen Action of New York (CANY)

anti-criminalization

Alana Cantillo , New York Immigration Coalition (NYIC)
Ashley Sawyer , (formerly) Girls for Gender Equity (GGE)
Dawn Yuster , Advocates for Children of New York
Kesi Foster , Make the Road NY , Urban Youth 

Collaborative

Sarah Landes , Make the Road NY
Jawanza Williams , Voices Of Community Activists and 

Leaders (VOCAL-NY)

Nick Encalada-Malinowski , Voices Of Community 
Activists and Leaders (VOCAL-NY)

Albert Fox Cahn , Surveillance Technology Oversight 
Project (STOP)

Zara Nasir and Audacia Ray , Anti-Violence Project 
(AVP)

Aneth Naranjo , Peer Defense Project
Andrea Bowen , Bowen Public Affairs Consulting
Chris Gottlieb , NYU School of Law
Corey Stoughton , The Legal Aid Society
Deborah Lolai , The Bronx Defenders
Emma Ketteringham , The Bronx Defenders
Erin Miles Cloud , Movement for Family Power

Han Lu , National , Employment Law Project
Jared Trujillo
Johanna Miller , New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU)
Joyce McMillan , JMACFORFAMILIES 
Katie Schaffer , Center for Community Alternatives
Leo Ferguson , Jews for Racial and Economic Justice
Josie Steuer Ingall , Peer Defense Project
Lisa Sangoi , Movement for Family Power
Marty LaFalce
Melissa Moore , Drug Policy Alliance
Michael Higgins , Brooklyn Movement Center
Michelle Burrell , Neighborhood Defender Service
Miriam Mack , The Bronx Defenders
Roshell Amezcua , The Bronx Defenders
Sarah Medina Camiscoli , Integrate NYC
Scott Paltrowitz , #HALTsolitary Campaign
Tehra Coles , Center for Family Representation NY
Toni Smith-Thompson , New York Civil Liberties Union
Zachary Ahmad , New York Civil Liberties Union
Jason Salmon,  Citizen Action of New York (CANY)

economic justice

Alana Cantillo , New York Immigration Coalition
Andrea Bowen , Bowen Public Affairs Consulting
Carlyn Cowen , Chinese-American Planning Council 

(CPC)

Gregory Brender , Day Care Council of NY
Akilah Browne , New Economy Project
Andy Morrison , New Economy Project
Annie Garneva , NYC Employment and Training 

Coalition

Chauncy Young , New Settlement
Elena Conte , Pratt Center for Community Development
Nora Moran , United Neighborhood Houses New York

Deyanira Del Rio , New Economy Project
Sade Swift , NYC Network of Worker Cooperatives
Chai Jindasurat , Nonprofit New York
Emilie Miyauchi , Cooperative Economics Alliance of 

New York City

Jose Paulino , New Deal Cooperative
Louis Cholden-Brown , Collaborative Democracy Project
Luis Saavedra , Human Services Council
Michelle Jackson , Human Services Council
Paul Sonn , National Employment Law Project
Jason Salmon,  Citizen Action of New York (CANY)
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health

Medha Ghosh , Coalition for Asian American Children 
and Families (CACF)

Anthony Feliciano , Commission on the Public’s Health 
System (CPHS )

Anita Gundanna , Coalition for Asian American Children 
and Families (CACF)

Hallie Yee , (formerly) Coalition for Asian American 
Children and Families (CACF)

Juan Pinzon , Community Service Society (CSS)
Max Hadler , New York Immigration Coalition (NYIC)
Seongeun Chun , New York Immigration Coalition 

(NYIC)

transit

Caitlin Pierce , Riders Alliance Danny Pearlstein , Riders Alliance 

climate

Maritza Silva-Farrell , ALIGN: The Alliance for a Greater 
New York

Lynda Nguyen , ALIGN: The Alliance for a Greater New 
York

Annel Hernandez , (formerly) NYC Environmental Justice 
Alliance

Carlos Garcia , (formerly) NYC Environmental Justice 
Alliance

Eddie Bautista , NYC Environmental Justice Alliance

coordinators and volunteers

The following coordinators led the policy compilation, writing, analysis, prioritization, and overall day-to-day work of 
The People’s Plan for some or all of the project’s duration:

Zara Nasir
Lucas Shapiro

Alan Abraham
Aly Panjwani

Susie Dyen 
Lucy Merriam

Carlyn Cowen
Sasha Ahuja 

The following volunteers helped research, write, and edit policies and analysis included in The People’s Plan:

Ilana Novick
Lynn Yellen
Michael Sutherland
Emily Zanoli
Rami Sigal
Meg Jones
Elijah Rockhold
Virginia Hart
Josie Steuer Ingall

Arielle El-Amin Hall
Quinn Hood
José Garcia
Angelina Atieh
Zarin Farook
Chana Sternberg
Jennifer Qu
Ellie Baron
Annie Benjamin

Alex Hunter
Shubh Thakkar
Dalal M. Shalash
Iman Ansari
Carlyn Cowen
Leena Dughly
Hamza Taj
Natasha Jaffar
Jeanette Estima

Anthony Perrins
Topher Kindell
Aneth N.
Aliya Bhatia
Emma Rehac
Michael Perlberg
Hassan Naveed
Alan Abraham
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For more details on our policy recommendations 
and analysis, please visit our website.

Each chapter of The People’s Plan includes dozens of 
movement-sourced policy demands for seven major issue 
areas broken down in substantial detail. On our website, you’ll 
find analysis and lessons learned from the past eight years, 
our movement wins and losses, and the people-centered 
path forward. Each policy agenda item includes a description 
of the problem, our recommendations, which mechanism or 
administrative levers to pull, and which governing city-level 
office has the power to affect needed change.

peoplesplan.nyc/
education

peoplesplan.nyc/
housing

peoplesplan.nyc/
anti-criminalization
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economy

peoplesplan.nyc/
health
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transit

peoplesplan.nyc/
climate

back cover photos courtesy of jfrej, align, and aqe.

http://peoplesplan.nyc
http://peoplesplan.nyc/education
http://peoplesplan.nyc/education
http://peoplesplan.nyc/housing
http://peoplesplan.nyc/housing
http://peoplesplan.nyc/anti-criminalization
http://peoplesplan.nyc/anti-criminalization
http://peoplesplan.nyc/economy
http://peoplesplan.nyc/economy
http://peoplesplan.nyc/health
http://peoplesplan.nyc/health
http://peoplesplan.nyc/transit
http://peoplesplan.nyc/transit
http://peoplesplan.nyc/climate
http://peoplesplan.nyc/climate



